Budget Pileups: Being Rare DX 
Without Breaking The Bank 


Mike Corey, KI1U 
ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager 


The Other Side of the Pileup — 
that’s where the fun Is! 
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But most can't afford a trip like this. 
(Well, | can’t, anyway) 


Active hams collect lots of 
things besides DXCC countries 
On HEF: 


States — islands — grid squares — counties — awards certificates — 
special event stations — prefixes — state parks — etc etc etc... 


Being active from a different location, coupled with the right event 
and a bit of promotion, makes you the Target. Once you're the 
target, the pileups will come to you. 


DX: it’s all a matter of perspective. 


It changes, depending on QTH and 
band used. 


Two Approaches: 


Contesting Operating Awards 


Being Rare During A Contest 


¢ Each contest has different multipliers — 
countries, states, sections, grids, etc. 


e Acontester’s need for mults resets for every 
contest; not like DX’Ing (open-ended). 


e Identify which multipliers are rarer than others; 
examine past results. Pick a rare multiplier and 
go there! 
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How to operate from the Caribbean 
on the cheap 


e Fly on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Saturdays. 


e Stay with a local ham if possible. Ask nicely, you might be 
surprised. If they say yes, be a good guest. 


¢ Look online for package deals. www.coeapcarinbean.com has 
some amazing bargains. 


e Find private rentals at www.vrbo.com 


¢ “Rent-A-QTH.” Not the cheapest, but you may not have to 
bring gear. 


Other Common Rare Spots in 
ARRL HF Contests 


Contests with States as exchange (RT TY 
Roundup, ARRL DX, 10 Meter): 


North Dakota, Nebraska, Manitoba, Vermont 


DC is very rare in the 10 Meter Contest...rarer than many others. 


Contests with Sections as exchange 
(Sweepstakes, 160 Meter): 


Manitoba, Puerto Rico, Nebraska, Delaware 
(and of course, Northern Territories) 


2011 ARRL Sweepstakes- 
Top 15 Rarest Sections 


CW Phone 
15: Santa Barbara (SB) 2,790 15: Maritimes (MAR) 3,774 
14: Virgin Islands (VI) 2,104 14: Pacific (PAC) 3,716 
13: Vermont (VT) 2.612 13: West Texas (WTX) 3,652 
12: Northern New York (NNY) 2,586 12: Montana (MT) 3,418 
11: South Carolina (SC) 2,425 11: North Dakota (ND) 3,244 
10: Mississippi (MS) 2,418 10: Quebec (QC) Va steie) 
9: Quebec (QC) 2,408 9: Saskatchewan (SK) 2,700 
8: Arkansas (AR) 2,348 8: Santa Barbara (SB) 2,001 
7: Delaware (DE) 1,881 7: Rhode Island (RI) 2,596 
6: Puerto Rico (PR) rus) 6: Manitoba (MB) 2,010 
5: North Dakota (ND) 1,686 5: Virgin Islands (V1) 1,958 
4: Nebraska (NE) 1,290 4: Vermont (VT) 1,876 
3: Manitoba (MB) 1,207 3: Northern Territories (NT) i357 
2: Newfoundland/Labrador (NL) 1,060 2: Newfoundland/Labrador (NL) 1,767 
1: Northern Territories (NT) 636 1: Puerto Rico (PR) 1,146 


Most worked: Virginia (VA) 29,503 Most worked: Maryland-DC (MDC) 36,310 


: | VHE Contests — 


Grids are the game 


Lots of rare grids on 6 and 2 
meters (mostly in the West) 


Consult the FFMA Needed Grids 
map (more on this later). 


VHF antennas are generally 
smaller and more portable. 


Rent a cabin and set up. 
VRBO.com, state parks, mobile 
homes/RV’s. 


2002 June VHE Qso Party from the middle of 
Rovers operate from more than nowhere. Lots of happy grid hunters! 


one grid. 
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State QSO Parties 


KV9OW/p — 2011 Indiana QSO Party 


More casual than major 
contests... SOMETIMES! 
Ask contest sponsor for 
list of rare counties. 
Mobile stations can do 
well. 

Rent a cabin in a rare 
county. 

Take a drive for the 
afternoon. 

Operate mobile from 
county lines. 


2012 California QSO 


Party 
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(Last Weekend) 


“Wish | could have found Del 
Norte!” — N4ZZ 

“Missed Del Norte for a 
sweep.” — NF4A 


“Missed Del Norte.” — AA3B 
“Never heard Del Norte .” - 
N2BJ 


“...being called by AG6IV in 
Del Norte early in the contest 
was another contributing factor 
of importance.” — VE3KZ 


Who wants to activate Del Norte County in 2013? 


Operating Awards 
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SK %’ CC 


Straight Key Century Club 


US Islands Program 


www.usislands.org 


Operate from islands in 
the US; rivers, lakes and 
along the coast. 
Different from lOTA 
(Islands on the Air). 


Thousands of them! 


You can DRIVE to some 
of them. 


Inexpensive. KX9X/1 - Eastman Pond Island (NH-018) 
Fun to find new ones! Grantham, NH - September 26, 2010 
(first known operation from the island) 


Summits On The Air (SOTA) 


www.sota.org.uk 


Operate from 
mountaintops 


Regional chapters 
worldwide 


HF or VHF 
Inexpensive to do 
Great exercise! 


DGOJMB SOTA Activation of Mittlerer Héhenberg in 
Germany — Summit: 836 meters - October 5, 2012 


The views can be amazing... 


KX9X/1 Mt Cardigan, NH Oct 2010 
Elevation: 3,166 ft 


Dozens of DX QSOs w/ 5w and vertical 
andom wire 


VHF+ Expeditions 


¢ Operate on 6 meters, 
2 meters and amateur <a 
satellites from rare : 
grid squares 


e May — August: 
Sporadic E season!! 


e Smaller antennas 


Fred Fish Memorial Award (FFMA) 


¢ Work all 488 grids in the 48 
contiguous United States on 6 
meters. 


e Fred W5FF (Sk) first to do this. 
e 4others have done it. 


e 20hams need fewer than 25 
grids. 


e Explosion in 6 meter grid 
DXpeditions since 2008. 


Rare grids are within your reach! 


Fred Fish Memorial Award Most Wanted Grids 


Available at http://Awww.merit.edu/~rjd/fima.pdf 
Produced by Russell Dwarshuis KB8U, December 30, 2010 


Amateur Satellites 


www.amsat.org 


Satellite operators chase grid 
squares, too! 


Extremely portable 
Average pass — 15 minutes 


FM sats: a dual-band HT and 
handheld yagi is a solid 
performer 


Available to all license classes! 


County Hunting 


Wwww.marac.org 


USA-CA Award issued by CQ. 


MARAC also issues lots of 
county-related awards. 


3,077 counties — lots of them 
are rare! 


Simple mobile stations can do 
very well. 


County Hunters Net: 14.336 


Lighthouses 


www.arlhs.com 


¢ Thousands of QTHSs 


Wor | dwi d e re piapclagain EU- 089 
¢ Casual program ance 


e Lots of coordinated 
Operating times 

¢ Worldwide Lighthouse 
QSO Party Dec 21 — 
Jan 2. 


Straight Key Century Club 


Weekend Sprints 


i Ss 
¢ Two Hour Sprints —— 
® Anniversary Events as 
¢ Straight Key Night ws 


e Award Programs 


SK %* CC 


Straight Key Century Club 


Special Event Stations 


Associate amateur radio with any special 
event in your community or local history. 
County fairs, a visit from an elected 
official, village anniversaries, historical 
events...anything is fair game. 

A special event can be just a few hours 
long, or several days. The planning is 
entirely up to you! 


WAS5HOT- 2008 BBQ Goat Cookoff 


Publicize your special event station on 
the ARRL web site! 


http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations 


Halloween 2011 from Frankenstein, MO 


Conclusions: 
¢ Many ways to be the Target without big $ 


e Change your perspective from HF DX 
only. 


e Experiment & try something new 


e Thar’s fun in them thar hills! 


Life is short. 


Do more radio. 


Questions? 


Sean Kutzko KX9X 
kilu@arrl.org 
860-594-0222 


